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eighty ears ago, on the same day but one as the English bird, 
and three specimens obtained in Maltain the spring of 1876, 
recorded in this Journal (Ibis, 1881, p. 192) by Prof. Giglioli, 
who adds that another was shot in Sicily by Baron G. Caruso, 
Mr. Whitaker’s bird makes the sixth European specimen, and 
adds a third species of the genus to the British list, the 
Red-necked Nightjar (C. ruficollis) having been already ob- 
tained here. 


XVII.— Further Contributions to the Ornithology of Japan. 
By Henry SEEBOHM. 


(Plate VI.) 


Two more collections of Japanese birds, for which I am 
indebted to the kindness of Mr. F. Ringer of Nagasaki and 
Mr. H. Henson of Hakodadi, enabic me to add a few species 
to the list of birds from these islands, and to correct some 
errors in the identification of those already recorded. 


PHALERIS PSITTACULA. 


An example obtained by Mr. Snow on the Kurile Islands 
is correctly identified. 


MORMON CORNICULATUS. 


An example collected by Mr. Snow on the Kurile Islands 
is correctly identified. 


BracHyRHAMPHUS KITTLITZI. 

A male collected by Mr. H. Henson at Hakodadi on the 
23rd of March is intermediate between no. 1269 and no. 
1357 (‘Ibis 18814, p. 30), and points to the conclusion 
that these four examples may be four stages, from young to 
adult, of one species, probably B. kittlitzi. I am expecting 
further skins from Kamtschatka, which may throw more light 
on the subject. 

URIA COLUMBA. 


An adult example (No. 2795) collected by Mr. Snow in 
the Kurile Islands, and an immature female (no. 1850) from 
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Hakodadi, are correctly identified. Mr. Henson has also sent 
an adult and an immature example of U. carbo. 


BERNICLA NIGRICANS. 

An example of the Black Brent Goose sent by Mr. Ringer 
from Nagasaki agrees with examples from Yedo Bay and 
Hakodadi, and has hitherto been erroneously identified as the 
Brent Goose (Ibis, 1878, p. 212). There are sixteen feathers 
in the tail. Itis an almost uniform dark brown, the head, 
neck, and breast nearly black, except a white crescent streaked 
with black on the fore neck, nearly meeting on the hind 
neck. Examples of the Brent Goose with the very dark 
underparts below the breast are found in England on the 
Essex and Lincolnshire coasts, together with typical birds; 
and in some of them the white on the neck is almost as much 
developed as in the Black Brent Goose. 

This species is said to be found on both coasts of North 
America, but very rarely on the east coast. lt was first de- 
scribed by Lawrence (Aun. Lyc. Nat. Hist. N. York, iv. 
p. 171). The volume is dated 1818, but the paper was read 
on the 16th of March, 1846. This bird must not be con- 
founded with B. hutchinsi from Hakodadi (Ibis, 1882, p. 369), 
which is paler and has the belly nearly white, and large 
triangular patches of white covering the checks and ear- 
coverts on each side of the head, asin B. canadensis, of which 
it is a small form, and with which it is probably conspecitic. 
B. leucopareia is another form of the size of B. canadensis, 
but differing from it and B. hutchinsi in having a pale ring 
round the lower throat. 


TADORNA CORNUTA. 
Several examples collected by Mr. Ringer at Nagasaki are 
correctly identified. 


QUERQUEDULA CIRCIA. 
Examples of the Garganey have been sent by Mr. Ringer 
from Nagasaki. Capt. Blakiston has obtained it also in 


Yezo. 
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FULIGULA FERINA. 
Capt. Blakiston has sent an example of the Pochard from 
Hakodadi. 


STERCORARIUS BUFFONI. 
An example (no. 2753) collected by Mr. Snow in the 
Kurile Islands is correctly identified. 


PUFFINUS LEUCOMELAS. 
A number of specimens collected by Mr. H. Henson at 
Hakodadi agree with the plate in the ‘ Fauna Japonica.’ 


PUFFINUS CARNEIPES. 

Several examples collected by Mr. H. Henson at Hakodadi 
appear to belong to this species. The under surface of the 
wing is dark, and the legs and feet are pinkish. 


DIOMEDEA NIGRIPES. 

A fine adult female of this Albatross shot by Mr. H. 
Henson on the 17th of May in the Strait of Tsugaru, sepa- 
rating Yezo from the main island, adds another species to 
the fauna of Japan. It differs from the other dark Albatross 
from Japan (D. derogata)in being slightly smaller, in having 
dark instead of pale legs and bill, and in having the head 
much paler in colour, especially round the base of the bill. 
The bill is also smaller, measuring t} inches from the frontal 
feathers instead of 5 inches. This is said to be a good species, 
though it has all the appearance of being the young of the 
nearly white Albatross (D. albatrus), of which I have an 
adult male obtained by Mr. H. Henson at Hakodadi on the 
4th of April, which agrees in dimensions with a skin in the 
Swinhoe collection from Amoy. In Mr. Ringer’s collection 
is also an example of D. albatrus from Nagasaki. 


GOISACHIUS MELANOLOPHUS. 

An example (No. 2714) from the main island, and a series 
of examples collected by Mr. Ringer at Nagasaki, belong to 
this species. It is not found in Yezo. 


ARDEA SACRA. . 
Two Reef-Herons from the islands in the Straits of Corea 
probably belong to this species. They are an almost uniform 


Ornithology of Japan. T177 


dark slate-grey, with a narrow streak of white on the throat. 
They measure :—wing 125, 11:0; bill in front 3°6, 3'4; 
tarsus 3:5, 3°0; mid-toe without claw 2°6, 2'4 ; bare portion of 
tibia 1-6, 1:3. The range of this species appears to extend 
from the Andaman Islands eastwards to Burma, the Malay 
Archipelago, Japan, and the north-east coasts of Australia. 
Almost everywhere it seems to be accompanied by a white 
variety, with which it appears to interbreed, producing pie- 
bald examples. It is said, however, that in South-east Aus- 
tralia and in New Zealand the slate-grey form alone occurs. 
Both forms, however, arc recorded from some of the Pacific 
islands. From Ceylon eastwards as far as West Africa a 
very nearly allied species, A. gularis, is found in both the slate- 
grey and white forms. Itis said to differ in having the chin, 
throat, and sides of the head white, and in being a somewhat 
larger bird ; but ornithologists are not agreed on the specific 
distinctions between these species. Examples of the slate- 
grey form of the eastern species collected by Siebold in Japan 
are recorded by Schlegel (Mus. Pays-Bas, Ardeze, p. 27), but 
no mention is made of them in the ‘ Fauna Japonica.’ 


GRUS CINEREA. 

Of the six Cranes which breed in Eastern Siberia five are 
recorded from Japan. Of these, only four appear in Tem- 
minck and Schlegel’s ‘Fauna Japonica,’ the Sacred or 
Mantchurian Crane being omitted, no doubt for the very 
good reason that the Japanese would not allow Siebold or his 
collectors to procure one. The Common Crane is a winter 
visitor to Japan, but many only pass on migration, wintering 
still further south. 


GRUS LEUCOGERANUS. 
The same remarks apply to the Asiatic White Crane. 


GRUS LEUCAUCHEN. 

Grus antigone, Linn. apud Pallas. 

Grus vipio, Pall. apud David and Oustalet. 

Grus antigone ?, Linn. apud Blakiston and Pryer. 

The White-naped Crane is the most abundant Crane in 
Japan. Mr. Ringer has sent two skins from Nagasaki. 
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GRUS MONACHUS. 

The White-headed Crane, according to l’ Abbé David, breeds 
in Japan. Mr. Ringer has sent three skins collected im 
Nagasaki. 


GRUS VIRIDIROSTRIS. 

Grus japonensis, Briss. 

Grus leacauchen, Temm. apud Blakiston and Pryer. 

This is the Sacred Crane of the Japanese. It is probably 
only a winter visitor to Japan, and the account of its habits 
in that island, quoted in the ‘ Natural History of the Cranes ? 
by Tegetmeier from Sir Rutherford Alcock, refer to this 
species, though they are erronconsly ascribed to the White- 
naped Crane by Tegetmeier, who has further complicated 
the subject by including the name Gres antigone, Linn. 
apud Pallas, in the synonymy of both the White-naped and 
Sarus Cranes; and that of Grus japonensis, Briss., in the 
synonymy both of the White-naped and Mantchurian Cranes. 
Mr. Ringer has sent an example of the Mantchurian Crane 
from Nagasaki. 


RHYNCH#A BENGALENSIS. 

A male collected by Mr. H. Henson at Hakodadi on the 
22nd of May is the first example of this species obtaimed in 
Yezo. 


GALLICREX CRISTATA. 
An example of this species collected by Mr. Ringer at 
Nagasaki is an addition to the Japanese fauna. 


GALLINULA CHLOROPUS. 
An example (No. 3249) from Yokohama agrees with 
European specimens. 


FuLica ATRA. 

An example (No. 3248) from Yokohama, and an example 
collected by Mr. H. Henson at Hakodadi, agree with Euro- 
pean specimens. 


OTIS DYBOWSKII. 
An example of a male Bustard collected by Mr. Ringer at 
Nagasaki agrees with Taczanowsky’s description of the 
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eastern form of the Great Bustard. It is somewhat smaller 
than the western bird, the bill is slightly longer and more 
slender, the head is paler in colour, and the lesser wing- 
coverts are grey, like the greater and median wing-coverts, 
instead of being mottled with brownish buff and black, like 
the back. Dybowsky states that he has obtained both adult 
and young from Dauria; and what seem to be young males 
of the western form in the Cambridge Muscum have the 
lesser wing-coverts coloured as in the adult, so that it would 
appear that the species is distinct. 


LAGOPUS RUPESTRIS ? 

A specimen of a Ptarmigan was shot by Mr. Snow on the 
nearest of the Kurile Islands to Kamtschatka, which is pro- 
bably the Rock-Ptarmigan. It is pure white, except the 
tail-feathers and the lores, which are black. 


COLUMBA LIVIA. 

An example from Nagasaki is darker than usual. The 
Rock- Doves of Japan may be escaped birds which have taken 
possession of the caves on the coast; they occupy all the 
temples in Japan, and are fed by the devotees of Buddha. 


TURTUR HUMILIS. 

An example sent by Mr. Owston was obtained from a 
dealer at Yokohama, and was said to have been shot in the 
neighbourhood. 


CARPOPHAGA IANTHINA. 

A fine example collected by Mr. Pryer near Yokohama 
agrees with the figure in the ‘ Fauna Japonica.’ Two examples 
collected by Mr. Ringer in Nagasaki are now in the British 
Museum. 


IyNnGIPIcUs SEEBOHMI, Hargitt, Ibis, 1884, p. 100. 

Mr. Oldfield Thomas has kindly compared examples of 
I. kisuki and this species with the types of the former in 
the Leyden Museum, and assures me that Temminck and 
Schlegel’s bird is unquestionably the same as examples col- 
lected by Mr. Ringer near Nagasaki on the island of 
Kiushin. 
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JYNX TORQUILLA. 

An example of this species (No. 1242), a male dated 
Hakodadi, May, was identified by Swinhoe (Ibis, 1874, 
p. 162) as Jynæ japonica. A careful comparison of this skin 
aud a series of skins from South China with European 
examples fails to show any differences either of colour or 
size which are not common to eastern as well as western 
birds. This species does not appear to present any climatic 
variations. 


CHELIDON DASYPUS. 

The type of this species from Borneo in the Leyden 
Museum has been compared with the type of C. blakistoni 
from Japan by Mr. Sharpe, who pronounces them to be 
identical. Bonaparte’s name will probably be the oue 
adopted by ornithologists. 


CORVUS NEGLECTUS. 
An example in the collection of Captain Blakiston 
(No. 2701), obtained at Osaka, in the southern portion of 


the main island of Japan, appears to belong to an intermediate 
form between Corvus dauricus and C. neglectus. 


XANTHOPYGIA CYANOMELAENA, 

Capt. Blakiston has pointed ont to me a most wnaccount- 
able blunder in the British Museum Catalogue of Birds 
(iv. p. 251), with reference to the female of this species, 
Four examples collected by Mr. H. Henson near Hakodadi, 
and a fifth example from Canton in the Swinhoe collection, 
agree with the plate and description of Muscicapa gularis of 
the ‘ Fauna Japonica,’ a name which Mr. Sharpe includes in 
the synonymy of X. cyanomelena, admitting it to be the female 
of that species. Nevertheless in the description a young 
male is erroneously described as the female. The latter 
differs in having no trace of blue on any part of the plu- 
mage, aud no white on the base of the tail-feathers. The 
pale tips to the greater wing-coverts and innermost secon- 
daries betray the immature birds at a glance. It appears to 
me that the plumage described by Mr. Sharpe as belonging to 
the adult female is that of the young male in first plumage, 
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of which I have seen no skins dated later than October. 
Spring examples of males of the year only differ from adults 
in having the pale tips to the greater wing-coverts and inner- 
most secondaries. The greenish-blue and purplish-blue fore- 
heads and crowns are found in both adults and males of 
the year. 


MOTACILLA BLAKISTONI. 
MorTAcILLA AMURENSIS. 


Capt. Blakiston now regards these two forms as adult and 
young of one species, and I feel very much inclined to agree 
with him. The fact that the geographical distribution of- 
the two forms, so far as it is known, coincides, is of itself 
strong presumptive evidence that both belong to one species. 
On this hypothesis M. amurensis can only be the bird of the 
year of M. blakistoni. One must lay the blame of having 
committed the blunder of separating them upon somebody ; 
and we propose to ascribe it to the complete ignorance of, 
and apparent indifference to, the facts connected with the 
moulting of birds displayed by all English ornithologists. 
Wagtails appear to have a complete moult, which includes 
their wing and tail-feathers, in their first autumn. M. japo- 
nica moults at once into its adult plumage. M. amurensis 
appears to have an intermediate stage between the young in 
first plumage and the adult after the second autumn moult. 
In the adult plumage I have described the bird as M. blakis- 
toni. In spring a partial moult takes place: all the small 
feathers of the bird of the year are moulted into the summer 
plumage of the adult, but the wing- and tail-feathers are not 
changed. In this stage I have described the bird as M. 
amurensis in adult spring plumage. This hypothesis leaves, 
however, two difficulties, which may be explained as follows :— 
The amount of white on the wing of birds of the year must 
vary so much that what I have taken to be birds of the year 
of M. blakistoni are really only birds of the year in which 
the plumage is more adult than usual. We must also as- 
sume that the amount of black on the head varies to a still 
greater extent, so that the birds with black heads which I 
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have regarded as adult male M. amurensis in winter plumage 
after the second moult are really birds of the year which 
have only moulted once, but for some cause or other have 
the black on the head almost as pronounced as in the adult. 
This variation in the plumage of birds of the year, especially 
in those which have two broods, is by no means a new fact 
in ornithology. Probably the young of the first broods 
moult in autumn into a plumage more nearly approaching 
that of the adult bird than that assumed by the young of 
the second broods. This conclusion is confirmed by a male 
in my collection obtained by Mr. Whitely at Hakodadi, on 
the 17th of April, which is in the adult spring plumage of 
M. amurensis, except the first primary of the right wing, 
which is in the adult plumage of M. blakistoni. This might 
be accounted for on the supposition that the first primary 
had been injured during the winter, and had been replaced 
at the spring moult by a feather of the adult plumage. 


ERITHACUS CYANEUS. 

An example (No. 1267) from Hakodadi is an adult male 
of this species collected in May. A skin (No. 3225) col- 
lected by Mr. Jouy in the middle of the main island in 
August has scarcely moulted its first plumage, and shows 
traces of dark terminal bars on the feathers of the throat 
and breast, which are suffused with buff. The greater wing- 
coverts have chestnut tips. 


ERITHACUS CALLIOPE. 
Several skins of this species have been sent by Capt. 
Blakiston from Yezo. 


EMBERIZA SPODOCEPHALA. 

This species, which is very common in China, was first 
recorded from Japan in ‘The Chrysanthemum’ for April 
1883, by Capt. Blakiston, from a specimen collected near 
Tokio in January by Mr. P. L. Jouy, and now in the Smith- 
sonian Museum. I have examined this skin and find it to 
be an adult male with slate-grey throat and breast. The 
adult male of the nearly allied Japanese species, E. personata, 
is easily distinguished by the clear yellow of the underparts 
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below the chin. Females and immature males are sometimes 
difficult to distinguish, but in E. personata the underparts 
are generally a much brighter yellow. The latter species 
has not been found in China. 


STRIX RUFESCENS. 

Tbree examples from Nagasaki of this variety of S. ura- 
lensis are so dark and rufous as to appear specifically distinct. 
The lighter bars across the first primary and the two centre 
tail-feathers are almost obsolete. This form probably re- 
places S. uralensis in the main and south islands of Japan. 


BUBO BLAKISTONI, Scebohm, anteà, p. 42. (Plate VI.) 

An immature example of an Owl obtained in the neigh- 
bourhood of Shanghai by Mons. Heude is in the museum 
of the Jardin des Plantes at Paris. It was determined 
by Mr. Sharpe (Ibis, 1875, p. 255) as Bubo coromandus, and 
adult examples since received from the valley of the Yang- 
tse-kiang have confirmed his decision. It had been de- 
scribed as Bubo sinensis (Heude, Ann. Se. Nat. Paris, sér. 5, 
xx. article 2), a name apparently taken from Daudin (Traité 
d’Orn. ii. p. 209), who appears to have founded it upon an 
Eagle-Owl from China, which Manduyt (Encycl. Méth. Orn. 
ii. p. 73) says differs from our bird, but does not state in 
what respect. This bird is perfectly distinct from the Japan 
Eagle-Owl, Bubo blakistoni, of which a figure (Plate VI.) is 
now given. 


PANDION HALIAETUS. 

Two examples of this bird, one a female from Hakodadi 
(No. 2061) obtained in October, and the other obtained by 
Mr. Ringer at Nagasaki, agree in size with the typical 
form, and measure 194 and 19 inches in length of wing. 


AQUILA PELAGICA. 

A fine example, not quite adult, of this magnificent Eagle 
from the eastern part of Yezo shows the enormous deve- 
lopment of bill in this species, the height of the bill being 
greater than that of the skull. It also confirms the inter- 
esting fact, pointed out by Baird, Brewer, and Ridgway, that 
this species has fourteen tail-feathers. 


